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‘ “It wasn’t essabhshed he had

stblen documents,”
rdplied. “It was charged he had.”

“You had a witness who saw
m steal them, and you had re-
rts on him by forty inform-
hts,” Sen. McCarthy said. “This

By Raymond J Blair

curity prucedures at the Gov
ernment Printing Office ' wer
denounced as “fantastic” toda]
by Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy, R
Wis., after testimony that i
five cases workers named

connections were
Handling of the cases W
brought out m ‘testimony b
fore the Senate permanent i
vestigations subcommittee,
which Sen. McCarthy is chaij
man, by S. Preston Hipsle
personnel director of the agen
and Ernest C. Mellor, his assis

ant.
" Mr. Mellor admitted that, |
the light of information n
available, the G. P. O. madeja
imistake in_handling the caRél
of Edward M, Ro%é@bxd 8,
bookbinder, suspended yesterdfly
without pay after he refused fo
'tell the subcommlttee whet T
he was a ommumst or
lever stolen secret . governine
documents. :

It was brought out that u

under a rule laid down by
late Seth Richardson, for
head of the government's

ranking Loyalty Reéview Boafd,

'|her husband in esplonage or had

itself was not grounds for dis-
missal of an employee.

Mrs. Esther Rothehiid, wife of
the suspended employee, also
accused of being an active Com-~
munist official here, followed her
hushand’s example in appearing
before the subcommittee today.
Like him, she refused under the
Constitutional guaranty against
self-incrimination to answer &
long series of questions about

been a Communist, had helped

transmitted government docu-|
ments given her by Mr. R.oths-‘
child,

Mr, Mellor and Mr. Hipsley
vigorously defended their han-
dling of the Rothschild case, and
Mr. Mellor said a G. P. O. loyalty
hoard did not consider F. B. L
reports listing forty mformants
linking Mr, Rothschild with
Communist activities "as suf-
ficient evidence to warrant rul-

whether she was or ever hadif

ere is

mc'-o,rr"'h"no’db‘

Mr.

H

o

sal that

ing the bookbinder a securxty
risk when the board reviewed
his ease last month. “I suggested
since we had no information, no
new action be taken,” Mr. Mellox
sald.

Sen. McCarthy asserted that

viously that M. Rothschild had
Communist connections and had
been. Jstgaling documents a.nd|

that Cnmmunist membership py,

the F. B. L. had told the G. P. O,f»
telloyalty board several years pre-
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hbout her,

party.

Sen. McCarthy said
G. P. 0. employdg
o be a bad risk b

Lomgg_%l 3,
Tule

ithe most? fantastic picture—
I the last three years I've been
1king about the complete in-
mpetence of loyalty boards. If

ap explanation,

bould have it.”
Cleared by Board
Hipsley contended that
he G. P. O. had to keep on Mr)
othschild, who was cleared by
loyalty board first in 1949
%til it had the information de-
loped by the McCarthy sub-
bmmittee.
“What information did we de-
lop that you didn’t have?” said
en. McCarthy. ) ]
“You asked him If he hag
olen documents and he refuse
answer,” Mr. Hipsley replied
ou developed a spirit of re

we did not face.”

Mr. Mellor said the G. P. O
oard considered the
dent it by the F. B. L. but dig
ot call the informants becaus
L was not the board’s custom.

Nor, he said, did. the boar
all Mrs. Rothschild, despite

($ept. 27, 1951, letter from th
P, B. I. saying she was an im
ortant Communist functionar;
bnd the F. B. I. had an under
tover informant ready to testif

Asked by Sen. McCarthy wh
Mrs. Rothschild was not called ‘
Mr. Mellor replied that his boar

#vas not an investigative agen
ut relied on the F. B. I. {
nvestigative work.

Z|khat Isadore Kornﬁeld a progf

eF‘ B I ga.vetheG P.
his Commumst party card nu

Mr. Mellor

report

edly working
1iG. P. O.
charged in 1949 on the basis pf
F. B. I. reports with living wih
-9 known Communist.

l ﬁ;pg MgCarthz_ sald,'a'not er
. Q.

[the board was overruled
Philip C. Cole, Deputy Publ
Printer, and other jop officia)
The Woman was sibsequénty
dismissed when caught steali
9 secret paper, Sen., McCart
|isaid.
«“Another case, Sen. McCart

operation who

orker‘was sald by
e mt

party club of Baltimore an
'sabseriber
Worker.”
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